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, Today's exodus, today's miracle 
L/V 

l , Harold M. Schulweis 
nit This past Passover seated around the Seder table, 
rat Jewish families and their friends ate history and 
1); drank theology. They re-lived the genesis of a peo-
tt pie, born out of the crucible of slavery 33 centu-
m ries ago. The legend of the table narration was 

punctuated by tales of the miraculous. Some who 
listened wondered why miracles do not occur in 

, our own days. Why are the reports of divine inter-
'li vention rescuing innocents from disaster restricted 

to the narratives of the Bible? Seas split, manna 
fallen from heaven, firebrands plucked from out of 

it the burning—why are these celebrated ancient 
i events not witnessed in our times? 

If we have the wisdom to "take off our shoes" 
f < and observe the burning bush which is not con-
K i sumed we will recognize the presence of the mi-

. raculous in our midst. We live with miracles as 
vivid and public as newspaper headlines. 
On the eve of the celebration of Passover last year, 
the story first broke; a tale as extraordinary as any 
in the past, a Passover story in modern technologi-
cal dress. In the dead of night, in trembling haste, 
thousands of black-skinned Falasha Jews fleeing 
from famine and discrimination in their homeland, 
Ethiopia, then refugees in Sudan, were secretly 
boarded onto rented trucks. In the middle of the 

i night, starving, shivering men, women and chil-
dren were transported from Gedaref to Khartoum, 
a distance of 250 miles. 
Why was this night different from all others? On 
the night of November 21, these bewildered people 
were lifted aboard a Boeing 707 and flown to Is-
rael where a hard pressed nation, itself filled with 
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refugees from other lands, embraced them and ab-
sorbed them into their midst. Over a period of 
three fateful weeks, operating on an emergency 24-
hour turnaround, pilots and crews made 36 sepa-
rate flights. Thousands of Falashas who for months 
were languishing in makeshift settlement shelters, 
dying at Umm Rakoba, were delivered from dark-
ness into light. The Angel of Death passed over 
them. 
Rumors of the rescue spread, some newspapers 
leaked the story, pressures were placed on the Su-
danese government and the flights were stopped, 
hundreds of Falashas remaining trapped in shelters 
of camps in Sudan. Friday, March 22, the first 
Sabbath of the month of Nissan, the first month of 
the Jewish calendar, 14 days before the celebration 
of the first exodus, U.S. Air Force C-13 transport 
planes painted in desert camouflage landed on an 
air strip near Gedaref and within three hours 
picked up the remaining 500 Falashas. Airborne 
within 20 minutes, they soon celebrated their first 
Passover in the land of Israel. 
"And not by an Angel did I do t h i s . . . " 
The hasidic sage Mendel of Kotzk used to say, 
"Whoever believes in miracles is a fool; whoever 
does not is an atheist." To avoid being caught in 
this vise of Catch 22, the wise are counselled to 
examine the meaning of miracle. In biblical He-
brew, the word for miracle is "nes" which con-
notes "sign." "Sign" is the root underlying the 
word "sign-ificant." To acknowledge the sig-
nificance of events is to discover the meaning of 
godliness in history. Miracles did not happen and 
do not happen when men and women stare at the 
world with arms folded but when they call upon 
their divine gifts of courage, competence and faith. 

The workers who cooperated in this magnificent 
deliverance are Vice President George Bush and 
President Ronald Reagan, the latter who not only 
approved the plan but asked that the March airlift 
be carried out in 72 to 96 hours. The "Moses" in 
this humanitarian event, like the Moses in the 
Passover narration, remains anonymous, but it is 
known that he is an officer of the United States 
Embassy in Khartoum and that he made contact 
with a devout and sympathetic Sudanese official, a 
Moslem who facilitated the critical contact between 
the U.S. and Sudanese diplomats. Miracles require 
the collaboration and cooperation of multiple hu-
man energies and talents. The Administration, U.S. 
Intelligence, the State Department, the U.S. Air 
Force, Sudanese officers, Jewish philanthropy and 
the state of Israel are precious elements in the 
process of redemption. Their moral sensibilities 
and courage must not be taken for granted nor 
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should this awesome event be relegated to terms of 
national self-interest. 
We are witnesses to heroic altruism and to mira-
cles in our time. We keep coming out of Egypt. • 

The unintended benefits of bitburg 
Arthur J. Sabin 
President Reagan's visit to Bitburg has now 
receded far enough to begin to assess its impact 
and meaning. 
Initially, any evaluation must ask, "What if there 
had been no Bitburg? What if the President had 
changed his plans?" Without Bitburg, the focus of 
world attention would have essentially been one of 
celebration—the 40th anniversary of the end of 
Nazi military conquest and control in Europe. Bit-
burg changed celebration to remembrance, reliving 
and retelling. For all—Jews and non-Jews alike— 
for those of the war generation and those who 
have grown up thereafter, the educational value 
was incalculable. 

Can anyone really argue that significant attention 
would have been paid to the ultimate meaning and 
impact of Nazism—the planned extermination of 11 
million non-combatants—without Bitburg? Would 
Elie Wiesel have been on national and international 
television, rendering his eloquent moral outrage— 
without Bitburg? 
Would organizations and notable individuals as dis-
parate and diverse as Arie R. Brouwer, general 
secretary of the National Council of Churches of 
Christ, A. A. Mazewski, President of the Polish 
American Congress, Inc., former President Jimmy 
Carter, the American Legion—among others of an 
incredibly long and varied list of groups and 
individuals—have raised their voices in protest and 
remembrance if not for Bitburg? That list is not 
limited to U.S. organizations; it was worldwide— 
and significantly—not at all confined or limited to 
Jewish organizations and voices. 

An Extraordinarily Helpful Blunder 
In forty years, no act, no event has so stirred a re-
sponse to and reawakened memories of the Holo-
caust as we have just witnessed. No planned at-
tempt, no matter how well organized, could have 
sanctified the memory of the victims of the Holo-
caust as Bitburg did. "Never Again" became a 
major expressed sentiment, echoing in an ever-
widening world arena. 
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By way of contrast, what would have been differ- jj 
ent had the President changed his plans and not J 
visited the Bitburg cemetery? Here we enter the f 
realm of "ifs," but clearly one response that f 
would have reflected significant segments of U.S. f 
and world opinion, would have labeled his change i 
as "proof ' of Jewish political power, and not sim- ,.] 
ply as responsive to clarification of the moral issue: f 
involved. The change in plans that was made—the j 
inclusion of the visit to Bergen-Belsen—was gener-- . 
ally interpreted as an act of even-handedness and . . 
not a "capitulation." Honoring the White Rose f 
movement, the group of young Germans who at-
tempted in Munich and elsewhere to expose and 
oppose the Hitler regime during the war, in lieu ofr 
Bitburg, would undoubtedly have been more fittings 
as a sensitive act of reconciliation with the Germain, | 
people, but this too would have been deemed by i 
many as a bending to Jewish "will." ' 

Realistically then, President Reagan's persistence ! ' 
kept the impact of Bitburg from being diluted by ; 1 

accusations of undue Jewish "influence." The sce--i j 
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